far as John knew he never showed any talent for writing,
either in prose or verse, and there is no evidence of such
talent having existed in any of her forebears.
He seems to have scrambled through Eton and Oxford.
I think he was at St. John's - and there is a record of his
reading for the Bar - he told Begley that the 'dinners* gave
him indigestion. He finally broke with his father and left
Torquay in circumstances connected with a scandalous
liaison with a fisherman's daughter. John knew her name
and told it to me, but I have forgotten it, which is perhaps
just as well! He certainly visited Torquay on at least one
subsequent occasion. Having joined a theatrical touring
company he arranged to make his appearance in his natal
city as Charles Surface in 'The School for Scandal', an
exploit, according to Begley, devised with the deliberate
intention of enraging his father and creating a scandal in
Torquay for that eminently conventional and respectable
specialist. I possess a very attractive cabinet photograph of
Radclyffe Radclyffe-Hall in this role.
John gathered, also from Begley, that he was of a mark-
edly moody nature, subject to extreme variations of high
spirits and depression, and that when he became a victim of
melancholy he would either go off to his yacht and the sea
that he loved, or even more often set out alone on a riding
tour, with no definite goal, putting himself and his horse
up at any country inn where accommodation was available,
when rest became imperative for man and beast, and disap-
pearing until such time as his mood passed and he chose to
be heard of again.
His temper is said to have been quite uncontrollably
violent (a temper inherited by his daughter who, however,
learned to control it), and one of Begley's anecdotes related
to his throwing a table-knife at a young woman who was
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